SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURS AS CATALYSTS FOR INCLUSIVE
AND EQUITABLE SOCIETIES: A PATHWAY TO SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT

Ms. Jinsa Joseph

Research Scholar, JSS Research Centre, University of Mysuru

ABSTRACT

JSS College of Arts, Commerce and Science
Ooty Road, Mysuru

Dr. Kumudini Achchi

Associate Professor and Guide, JSS Research Centre
University of Mysuru

JSS College of Arts, Commerce and Science

Ooty Road, Mysuru

The key to success in tackling socioeconomic inequality and promoting sustainable development

is social entrepreneurship. This study investigates how social entrepreneurs use creativity, community
involvement, and moral business practices to act as catalysts for the creation of inclusive and equitable
communities. This study examines how social businesses support economic empowerment, social
cohesion, and environmental sustainability by synthesizing case studies, existing literature, and
international best practices using a secondary resource-based methodology. Stakeholder cooperation,
policy support, and flexible tactics that empower social entrepreneurs to promote systemic change are
among the focus of this paper. The paper also looks at the difficulties social entrepreneurs encounter,
including expanding problems, regulatory obstacles, and financial limitations, and offers ways
to improve their influence. The study also looks at the difficulties social entrepreneurs encounter,
including expanding problems, regulatory obstacles, and financial limitations, and offers ways to
improve their influence. This study highlights the importance of social entrepreneurship as a feasible
means of accomplishing the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the UN by showcasing
its capacity to build resilient communities. To create an enabling ecosystem that enables social
entrepreneurs to scale their projects for long-term, sustainable impact, the paper ends with regulatory
recommendations and strategic insights.
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INTRODUCTION
With its innovative business structures
and dedication to societal impact, social

entrepreneurship has become a revolutionary
force in tackling difficult social and environmental
concerns. To promote inclusive and fair society
and sustainable development, social entrepreneurs

prioritize social value in addition to financial
sustainability. ~ Social  entrepreneurs  have
significantly boosted the global economy. Globally,
there are estimated to be up to 30 million social
entrepreneurs and 11 million social enterprises,
which together account for almost USD 2
trillion of the GDP (VisionIAS, 2024). With this
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representing around 2% of the global GDP, social
entrepreneurship is positioned as an essential part
of the global economy.

The social entrepreneurial environment is
especially vibrant in India. By 2025, the nation’s
social enterprise industry is expected to grow
to a size of USD 8 billion (VisionIAS, 2024). A
rise in youth-led projects tackling important
problems like healthcare access, education, and
environmental sustainability is the main driver
of this expansion. For example, telemedicine is
being promoted by social entrepreneurs to offer
reasonably priced healthcare options in remote
regions, greatly improving accessibility and care
quality (StartupWired, 2024).

Despite their significant influence, social
entrepreneurs frequently face obstacles such as
restricted financial resources, legal restrictions, and
scaling problems. Cooperation between governments,
businesses, and international organizations is crucial
to reducing these obstacles. To promote policies that
support the social economy and innovation, initiatives
like the Policy Leadership Council—which consists
of more than 30 international bodies—have been
developed (World Economic Forum, 2025). The
goal of these cooperative frameworks is to establish
supportive conditions that enable social entrepreneurs
to flourish and increase the scope of their influence.
In conclusion, social entrepreneurs provide creative
solutions that promote sustainable development and
act as catalysts for the creation of inclusive and equal
societies. A resilient and successful global future
depends on acknowledging and assisting their efforts.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
The Objectives of the study are:

e To understand, how social entrepreneurs serve
as catalysts for building inclusive and equitable

societies

e To identify innovative solutions that drive
sustainable development through social
entrepreneurship

e To suggest effective measures to achieve a
resilient and prosperous global future through
social entrepreneurship

The investigator has adopted a descriptive
research method using existing secondary sources
available from e-resources from varied databases
such as research articles, journals, and websites.
The investigator selected 33 studies conducted
on how social entrepreneurs serve as catalysts for
building inclusive and equitable societies.

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

The ability of social entrepreneurship to tackle
complicated societal challenges in novel and
inclusive ways has attracted a lot of attention in
recent years. According to Defourny and Nyssens
(2013), social entrepreneurs present themselves
as agents of inclusive growth and sustainable
development by striking a balance between
economic and social goals. They can address
enduring issues like poverty, inequality, and
environmental degradation thanks to this dual
focus, which helps to build more just societies.

Social entrepreneurs actively participate in
systemic change by encouraging cooperation
among many stakeholders; their involvement goes
beyond simply solving urgent problems. Halsall
et al. (2020) believe that social entrepreneurship
is a complex change process through which social
entrepreneurs offer economic inclusion and social
engagement to various global populations. These
entrepreneurs encourage diversity and equity on a
larger scale by including social policy elements into
entrepreneurship education, which gives people
the skills they need to effect social change.

However, social entrepreneurs face both
possibilities and obstacles when it comes to
increasing social impact. Through the theoretical
framework of sustainable business models,
Dentchev et al. (2021) tackle the scaling problem
of social entrepreneurship, exploring multilevel
techniques to comprehend the difficulties involved.
Their study highlights the necessity of resource
mobilization and strategic planning to increase the
efficacy and reach of social enterprises. For social
entrepreneurs hoping to act as catalysts in creating
inclusive and fair societies, overcoming these
obstacles is essential.
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MAJOR FINDINGS

The findings of this study are summarised under
three sections:

1. Social entrepreneurs serve as catalysts for
building inclusive and equitable societies

2. Innovative solutions that drive sustainable
development through social entrepreneurship

3. Measures to achieve a resilient and prosperous
global future through social entrepreneurship

SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURS SERVE AS
CATALYSTS FOR BUILDING INCLUSIVE
AND EQUITABLE SOCIETIES

Social Entrepreneurship as a Driver for Inclusive
Growth

By combining social and economic goals, social
entrepreneurship has become a crucial tool for
tackling societal issues. According to Defourny
and Nyssens (2013), social entrepreneurs play a
crucial role in promoting sustainable development
and equitable growth. These entrepreneurs help
to build more egalitarian societies by creatively
addressing problems like poverty and inequality.
They are in a unique position to promote systemic
change because of their simultaneous emphasis on
social benefit and economic viability.

The Role of Social Entrepreneurship in Policy
Integration

To provide people with the skills they need to
promote social change, social policy elements
must be incorporated into entrepreneurship
education. According to Halsall et al. (2020), social
entrepreneurship offers various populations social
engagement and economic inclusion, acting as a
complex change process. Future business owners
are more equipped to handle intricate social
challenges when social policy is incorporated into
educational frameworks, which advances equity
and inclusivity more broadly.

Challenges and Opportunities in Scaling Social
Impact

For social entrepreneurslooking toincrease their
efficacy and reach, scaling social impact continues
to be a major problem. In order to comprehend

the intricacies involved, Dentchev et al. (2021)
investigate multilevel techniques while examining
this topic via the perspective of sustainable
business models. Their study emphasizes the need
for resource mobilization and strategic planning to
get over scaling obstacles, which is crucial for social
entrepreneurs working to create just and inclusive
communities.

Social Entrepreneurship as a Catalyst for
Sustainable Development

Responsibility for the environment and
sustainable development are greatly aided by social
entrepreneurship. By addressing various aspects of
social impact and guiding principles, recent studies
highlight the importance of social enterprises in
promoting equitable, inclusive, and sustainable
futures. Social entrepreneurs serve as change agents
by emphasizing creative solutions and community
involvement, which helps create societies that value
environmental sustainability and social justice.

INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS THAT DRIVE
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT THROUGH
SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Social Entrepreneurship as a Catalyst for
Sustainable Development

It has been acknowledged that social
entrepreneurshipplaysacrucialroleinsolvingdifficult
environmental and social issues. According to Wang
and Yee (2023), social entrepreneurs combine social
and economic goals to produce creative solutions
that support circular and sustainable growth. These
entrepreneurs successfully address problems like
poverty and environmental degradation by utilizing
market-oriented techniques, which promote
inclusive growth and societal change.

Innovative Approaches to Achieving Sustainable
Development Goals

Recent research has examined social
entrepreneurships integration with the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) of the UN in great detail.
According to a bibliometric study by Benavides-
Sanchez et al. (2025), sustainable entrepreneurship
plays a key role in spotting opportunities and
encouraging innovations meant to help achieve the
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17 SDGs. Their research highlights the inclusive
and global concept of sustainable entrepreneurship,
which uses creative approaches to address social
injustices, environmental issues, and economic
insecurity.

Scaling Social and Sustainable Innovations

For social and sustainable projects to have the
greatest possible impact, they must be scalable.
Andre and Pache (2020) describe impact scaling in
two ways in their systematic review: “scaling up,’
which affects public discourse, political agendas,
and legislation, and “scaling out,” which entails
expanding geographical reach or volume. They
point to the institutional environment, actor traits,
and strategy design as crucial elements affecting the
effective scaling of social innovations.

Responsible Innovation in Social Enterprises

In order to produce solutions that support
sustainable development, Nair and Blomquist
(2019) look at how social companies use responsible
innovation frameworks, which include anticipation,
reflexivity, inclusion, deliberation, responsiveness,
and knowledge management. According to their
findings, social entrepreneurial endeavours’ efficacy
and durability depend heavily on these kinds of

responsible innovation processes

MEASURES TO ACHIEVE A RESILIENT AND
PROSPEROUS GLOBAL FUTURE THROUGH
SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Social Entrepreneurship as a Catalyst for
Resilience and Prosperity

Globally,socialentrepreneurshiphasbecomeakey
tool for promoting wealth and resilience. According
to Wang and Yee (2023), social entrepreneurs
combine social and commercial goals to provide
creative answers to difficult societal problems. These
entrepreneurs successfully address problems like
poverty and environmental degradation by utilizing
market-oriented techniques, which promote
inclusive growth and sustainable development.

Policy Ecosystems Supporting Social
Entrepreneurship

For social entrepreneurship activities to be
successful, supportive policy ecosystems must be

developed. According to research, social enterprises
can flourish in a supportive policy environment,
which increases their ability to support resilient and
sustainable societies. These ecosystems promote
cooperation between the public and private sectors
as well as social entrepreneurs, which makes it
easier to scale creative responses to global issues.

Leveraging Social and Intellectual Capital

The success of social entrepreneurship depends
on the efficient use of intellectual and social capital.
According to recent research, social entrepreneurs
are better able to recognize and take advantage of
possibilities that meet societal needs when they
use different types of funding. This methodical
approach not only strengthens social enterprises’
resilience but also increases their influence in
building thriving communities

The Role of Social Enterprises in Biodiversity
Conservation

A resilient and affluent global future depends
on biodiversity conservation, which is largely
the responsibility of social entrepreneurs. These
businesses create sustainable solutions that
safeguard ecosystems and advance economic
growth by utilizing local expertise and creative
approaches. However, social enterprises need
a lot of help from the public and private sectors,
including money, mentorship, and policy support,
in order to have the biggest possible impact.

RECOMMENDATIONS TO  FACILITATE
SOCIALENTREPRENEURS TO BECATALYSTS
FORINCLUSIVEAND EQUITABLESOCIETIES

e Promote legal frameworks and policy support

e To encourage the expansion of social
companies that prioritize equality and
diversity, governments should establish
laws, tax breaks, and supportive policies.

e Make Funding and Investment Opportunities
More Accessible

e To assist social entrepreneurs, financial
institutions and impact investors ought to
create specialized funding sources such grants,
low-interest loans, and social impact bonds.
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e Boost Initiatives for Education and Capacity-
Building
Aspiring social entrepreneurs can be prepared
to promote inclusive growth by including social

entrepreneurship education into academic
courses and providing mentorship programs.

¢ Encourage public-private partnerships

Governments,  businesses, and  social
entrepreneurs working together can provide
long-term solutions for underprivileged groups
and disenfranchised communities.

e Use Technology to Make a Bigger Social Impact

Blockchain technology, artificial intelligence, and
digital platforms can all be used to improve social
enterprises’ efficacy, scalability, and transparency.

e Promote  Stakeholder
community involvement

engagement  and

To make sure their projects are effective and
suitable for the local culture, social entrepreneurs
should actively include communities in decision-
making processes.

e Create Business Models That Are Sustainable

Social businesses can maintain their financial
stability while optimizing their social effect by
prioritizing long-term sustainability through
hybrid business models, which combine
nonprofit and for-profit strategies.

e Encourage Inclusive Employment and Staft
Training
To encourage economic inclusion, social
entrepreneurs should give preference to hiring
members of underrepresented groups, such as
women, people with disabilities, and underserved
communities.

e Create Systems for Measuring and Reporting
Social Impact

Social entrepreneurs can improve their tactics
and draw in more capital and support by putting
in place standardized frameworks for evaluating
and disclosing social impact.

e FEnhancelInternational Networksand Information
Sharing

Establishing worldwide partnerships and
platforms for social entrepreneurs can promote

information exchange, teamwork, and creativity
to more successfully tackle global social issues. If
successfully put into practice, these suggestions
can strengthen the contribution that social
entrepreneurs make to the creation of more just
and inclusive communities.

CONCLUSION

The study “Social Entrepreneurs as Catalysts
for Inclusive and Equitable Societies: A Pathway to
Sustainable Development” emphasizes how social
entrepreneurs can address structural social and
economic inequalities in a revolutionary fashion. It is
clear from a variety of secondary sources that social
entrepreneurship is an essential tool for promoting
sustainability, equity, and inclusivity. Through the
use of creative business strategies, impact-driven
leadership, and community involvement, social
entrepreneurs help close socioeconomic divides and
guarantee that underserved groups have access to
necessary services.

The review of the literature highlights the
importance of stakeholder cooperation, technology
improvements, regulatory support, and financial
accessibility in boosting the efficacy of social
enterprises. Furthermore, by developing scalable and
long-lasting solutions to enduring societal issues like
poverty, inequality, and environmental degradation,
social entrepreneurs contribute significantly to the
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) set forth by the UN. They are in a position
to play a significant role in promoting inclusive,
resilient, and long-term growth because of their
capacity to combine social impact and economic
viability.

In summary, social entrepreneurship is a
movement aimed at creating a fair and just
global society rather than just a business strategy.
Governments, the commercial sector, civic
society, and international organizations must
work together to optimize its impact. In order to
ensure that no community is left behind in the
pursuit of a more equitable and prosperous future,
social enterprises can continue to act as catalysts
for sustainable development by establishing
supporting ecosystems, encouraging innovation,
and encouraging responsible entrepreneurship.
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